
,QIRUPDWLRQ GHVFULELQJ )HGHUDO FULPLQDO FDVH SURFHVVLQJ LV

GHFHQWUDOL]HG� (DFK RI WKH )HGHUDO FULPLQDO MXVWLFH DJHQFLHV

FROOHFWV VLPLODU GDWD GHVFULELQJ FULPLQDO FDVH SURFHVVLQJ HYHQWV�

+RZHYHU� EDVHG RQ WKH VSHFLILF QHHGV DQG PLVVLRQV RI WKH

LQGLYLGXDO DJHQFLHV� GLIIHUHQW FULWHULD DUH XVHG WR WDEXODWH DQG

UHSRUW WKHVH GDWD� 7KHUHIRUH� VWDWLVWLFV SXEOLVKHG RU UHSRUWHG E\

WKH DJHQFLHV DUH QRW GLUHFWO\ FRPSDUDEOH� 7KH GLIIHUHQFHV DUH

SULPDULO\ GXH WR WKH ZD\ LQ ZKLFK WKH DJHQFLHV�

7DOO\ GHIHQGDQWV DQG FDVHV SURFHVVHG

'HILQH GHIHQGDQWV SURFHVVHG

&ODVVLI\ RIIHQVH FRPPLWWHG

&ODVVLI\ GLVSRVLWLRQ DQG VHQWHQFH LPSRVHG�

7KH WDEOH LOOXVWUDWHV KRZ WKHVH GLIIHUHQFHV DIIHFW WKH QXPEHU RI

GHIHQGDQWV UHSRUWHG E\ WKH DJHQFLHV DW YDULRXV VWDJHV RI WKH

)HGHUDO FULPLQDO MXVWLFH V\VWHP� )RU H[DPSOH� WKH GLIIHUHQFH LQ

WKH QXPEHU RI GHIHQGDQW LQ FDVHV ILOHG WKDW LV UHSRUWHG E\ WKH

8�6� DWWRUQH\V DQG WKH )HGHUDO MXGLFLDU\ LV SULPDULO\

DWWULEXWDEOH WR WKH KDQGOLQJ RI GHIHQGDQWV LQ FDVHV ILOHG EHIRUH

8�6� PDJLVWUDWHV� WKH MXGLFLDU\ LQFOXGHV WKHVH GHIHQGDQWV LQ

WKHLU RIILFLDO VWDWLVWLFV ZKHUHDV 8�6� DWWRUQH\V GR QRW�

7KH GLIIHUHQFHV LGHQWLILHG FDQ EH UHFRQFLOHG E\ VWDQGDUGL]LQJ

FHUWDLQ FDVH SURFHVVLQJ FRQFHSWV� 7KH DJHQFLHV DJUHHG WKDW WKH

%XUHDX RI -XVWLFH 6WDWLVWLFV ZLOO UHFRQFLOH WKH FDVH SURFHVVLQJ

VWDWLVWLFV UHSRUWHG E\ WKH DJHQFLHV� 7KHVH UHFRQFLOHG VWDWLVWLFV

ZLOO EH SDUW RI WKH DQQXDO UHSRUW )HGHUDO &ULPLQDO &DVH 3URFHVVLQJ

6WDWLVWLFV� 7KLV UHSRUW� ZKLFK ZLOO KLJKOLJKW VSHFLILF DVSHFWV RI WKH

)HGHUDO FULPLQDO MXVWLFH V\VWHP� ZLOO FRQIRUP WR WKH VWDQGDUGV
XVHG LQ WKH %-6 &RPSHQGLXP RI )HGHUDO -XVWLFH 6WDWLVWLFV� 7KH

&RPSHQGLXP� DOVR DQ DQQXDO UHSRUW SURYLGHV JUHDWHU GHWDLO DERXW

GHIHQGDQWV SURFHVVHG DW HDFK SKDVH RI WKH )HGHUDO FULPLQDO

MXVWLFH V\VWHP�

)HGHUDO FULPLQDO MXVWLFH DJHQFLHV

7KH 'HSDUWPHQW RI -XVWLFH FROOHFWV GDWD RQ WKH ZRUNORDG DQG

DFWLYLWLHV RI WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV DWWRUQH\V� $FFRUGLQJ WR WKH

([HFXWLYH 2IILFH IRU WKH 8�6� $WWRUQH\V� WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V

LQLWLDWH DSSUR[LPDWHO\ �� SHUFHQW RI WKH FULPLQDO FDVHV

SURVHFXWHG E\ WKH 'HSDUWPHQW� /LWLJDWLQJ GLYLVLRQV RI

WKH 'HSDUWPHQW KDQGOH WKH UHPDLQLQJ FDVHV� :KLOH PDQ\

RI WKH FDVHV LQLWLDWHG E\ WKH OLWLJDWLQJ GLYLVLRQV DUH LQFOXGHG

LQ WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V’ GDWDEDVH� HDFK GLYLVLRQ PDLQWDLQV

LWV RZQ VHSDUDWH GDWD FROOHFWLRQ V\VWHP WR WUDFN FDVHV

SURFHVVHG�

7KH $GPLQLVWUDWLYH 2IILFH RI WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV &RXUWV FROOHFWV GDWD

RQ WKH FDVHORDG DQG DFWLYLWLHV RI WKH )HGHUDO MXGLFLDU\ LQFOXGLQJ

GLVWULFW FRXUW MXGJHV� PDJLVWUDWH MXGJHV� DQG WKH SUREDWLRQ DQG

SUHWULDO VHUYLFHV V\VWHP� 7KH )HGHUDO MXGLFLDU\ KDQGOHV DOO

)HGHUDO FULPLQDO FDVHV ZKHWKHU LQLWLDWHG E\ WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\

RIILFHV LQ HDFK MXGLFLDO GLVWULFW RU E\ RWKHU GLYLVLRQV ZLWKLQ WKH

'HSDUWPHQW RI -XVWLFH�

7KH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV 6HQWHQFLQJ &RPPLVVLRQ� ZKLOH QRW FROOHFWLQJ

ZRUNORDG VWDWLVWLFV� FROOHFWV GDWD RQ GHIHQGDQWV FRQYLFWHG LQ

)HGHUDO FRXUWV ZKR ZHUH VHQWHQFHG SXUVXDQW WR WKH SURYLVLRQV

RI WKH 6HQWHQFLQJ 5HIRUP $FW RI ����� ,W LV HVWLPDWHG WKDW

DSSUR[LPDWHO\ �� SHUFHQW RI DOO GHIHQGDQWV FRQYLFWHG DUH

VHQWHQFHG SXUVXDQW WR WKH )HGHUDO VHQWHQFLQJ JXLGHOLQHV�

7KH %XUHDX RI 3ULVRQV FROOHFWV GDWD RQ )HGHUDO SULVRQHUV�

5HSRUWHG VWDWLVWLFV LQFOXGH VL]H �LQFOXGLQJ DGPLVVLRQV� UHOHDVHV�

DQG VWDQGLQJ FRXQW� DQG FRPSRVLWLRQ RI WKH )HGHUDO SULVRQ
SRSXODWLRQ�
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Comparing Case Processing Statistics

Comparison of the number of defendants processed by Federal agencies, 1996

All offenses Drug trafficking offenses only

'HIHQGDQWV 

([HFXWLYH
2IILFH IRU 8�6�
$WWRUQH\V

$GPLQLVWUDWLYH
2IILFH RI WKH
8�6� &RXUWV

8�6�
6HQWHQFLQJ
&RPPLVVLRQ

)HGHUDO
%XUHDX RI
3ULVRQV

([HFXWLYH
2IILFH IRU 8�6�
$WWRUQH\V

$GPLQLVWUDWLYH
2IILFH RI WKH
8�6� &RXUWV

8�6�
6HQWHQFLQJ
&RPPLVVLRQ

)HGHUDO
%XUHDX RI
3ULVRQV

&DVHV ILOHd 58,141 67,700 NA NA 20,788 21,528 NA NA

&DVHV WHUPLQDWHG 52,366 62,946 NA NA 18,692 19,267 NA NA

&RQYLFWHG DQG
VHQWHQFHG 45,380 52,270    42,436 NA 16,083 16,461 16,251 NA

,PSULVRQHG      33,136 37,579                   33,962     35,254         14,432          15,535           15,371     15,203

$SULO ����� 1&-�������



Comparing published Federal case processing statistics

:KLOH HDFK RI WKH )HGHUDO DJHQFLHV SURFHVVLQJ FULPLQDO
GHIHQGDQWV JHQHUDOO\ UHSRUWV RQ WKH VDPH LQGLYLGXDOV� PDQ\ RI
WKH FDVH SURFHVVLQJ VWDWLVWLFV YDU\ DFURVV DJHQFLHV� 7KH
GLIIHUHQFHV LQ WKHVH UHSRUWHG VWDWLVWLFV DUH DWWULEXWDEOH� LQ SDUW�
WR WKH GLIIHULQJ QHHGV DQG PLVVLRQV RI WKH DJHQFLHV� 7KH SULPDU\
GLIIHUHQFHV LQ GDWD FROOHFWLRQ WHFKQLTXHV DUH GHVFULEHG EHORZ�

Tally of defendants and cases processed

:KLOH HDFK DJHQF\’V VWDWLVWLFDO SXEOLFDWLRQ UHSRUWV RQ WKH VDPH
���PRQWK SHULRG �2FWREHU � WKURXJK 6HSWHPEHU ���� WKH
DJHQFLHV’ UHSRUWV GR QRW QHFHVVDULO\ GHVFULEH WKH VDPH UHFRUGV�
([FHSW IRU WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V� WKH DJHQFLHV UHSRUW RQ WKRVH
UHFRUGV IRU ZKLFK DQ HYHQW DFWXDOO\ RFFXUUHG GXULQJ WKH UHSRUWLQJ
SHULRG� 7KH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V� RQ WKH RWKHU KDQG� UHSRUW RQ WKRVH
UHFRUGV IRU ZKLFK DQ HYHQW ZDV UHFRUGHG RU SRVWHG LQ WKHLU GDWD�
EDVH GXULQJ WKH UHSRUWLQJ SHULRG HYHQ LI WKH HYHQW DFWXDOO\
RFFXUUHG SULRU WR WKH VWDUW RI WKH UHSRUWLQJ SHULRG� ,Q DGGLWLRQ�
EHFDXVH WKH 6HQWHQFLQJ &RPPLVVLRQ UHOLHV RQ WKH VXEPLVVLRQ
RI SDSHU GRFXPHQWV� FDVHV IRU ZKLFK GRFXPHQWV ZHUH UHFHLYHG
DIWHU D FHUWDLQ FXW�RII GDWH DUH QRW UHSRUWHG�

'HIHQGDQWV SURFHVVHG

(YHQ WKRXJK WKHUH LV DQ LGHQWLILDEOH FRKRUW RI LQGLYLGXDOV
SURFHVVHG LQ WKH FULPLQDO MXVWLFH V\VWHP� WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI D
GHIHQGDQW FDQ YDU\ DFURVV DJHQFLHV� 7KH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V DQG WKH
)HGHUDO MXGLFLDU\ KDYH VLPLODU GHILQLWLRQV RI D FULPLQDO
GHIHQGDQW� 7KH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V GHILQH D FULPLQDO GHIHQGDQW DV
SHUVRQ IRU ZKRP D VLJQLILFDQW SDSHU KDV EHHQ ILOHG LQ )HGHUDO
FRXUW EHIRUH HLWKHU D 8�6� GLVWULFW FRXUW MXGJH RU D 8�6�
PDJLVWUDWH MXGJH� 7KH )HGHUDO MXGLFLDU\ GHILQHV D FULPLQDO
GHIHQGDQW DV D SHUVRQ DJDLQVW ZKRP D 8�6� GLVWULFW FRXUW MXGJH
RU D 8�6� PDJLVWUDWH MXGJH KDV WDNHQ D VSHFLILF DFWLRQ� �:KLOH
WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V DQG WKH )HGHUDO MXGLFLDU\ GHILQH GHIHQGDQWV
LQ VLPLODU ZD\V� WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V UHSRUW VHSDUDWHO\ WKH QXPEHU
RI FDVHV ILOHG EHIRUH 8�6� PDJLVWUDWH MXGJHV�� )RU ERWK WKH 8�6�
DWWRUQH\V DQG WKH )HGHUDO MXGLFLDU\� DQ LQGLYLGXDO SHUVRQ PD\
EH FRXQWHG PRUH WKDQ RQFH LI WKH GHIHQGDQW DSSHDUHG LQ PRUH
WKDQ RQH FDVH� 7KH 6HQWHQFLQJ &RPPLVVLRQ� RQ WKH RWKHU KDQG�
GHILQHV D GHIHQGDQW DV D SHUVRQ IRU ZKRP D VHQWHQFLQJ HYHQW
KDV RFFXUUHG� 8QOLNH WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V DQG WKH )HGHUDO
MXGLFLDU\� WKH 6HQWHQFLQJ &RPPLVVLRQ FRXQWV LQGLYLGXDO
GHIHQGDQWV PRUH WKDQ RQFH RQO\ LI WKH GHIHQGDQW ZDV VHQWHQFHG
RQ PRUH WKDQ RQH RFFDVLRQ� 7KHUHIRUH� GHIHQGDQW FRXQWV
UHSRUWHG E\ WKH 6HQWHQFLQJ &RPPLVVLRQ DUH W\SLFDOO\ ORZHU
WKDQ WKRVH UHSRUWHG E\ WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V DQG WKH )HGHUDO
MXGLFLDU\�

2IIHQVHV FRPPLWWHG

7KH )HGHUDO FRGH GHILQHV KXQGUHGV RI ODZV IRU ZKLFK GHIHQGDQWV
FDQ EH FULPLQDOO\ SURVHFXWHG� :KLOH DOO DJHQFLHV FROOHFW VWDWXWH�
VSHFLILF RIIHQVH GDWD� GDWD GHVFULELQJ FULPLQDO VWDWXWHV DUH
W\SLFDOO\ FRQVROLGDWHG LQWR PRUH GHVFULSWLYH RIIHQVH FDWHJRULHV
IRU UHSRUWLQJ RU PDQDJHPHQW SXUSRVHV� (YHQ WKRXJK HDFK
DJHQF\ FRQVROLGDWHV WKH )HGHUDO VWDWXWHV XVLQJ WKH VDPH JHQHULF
FULWHULD� OLNH WKH VXEVWDQFH RI WKH RIIHQVH �H�J�� PXUGHU� IUDXG�
DQG GUXJV�� WKH FRPSRVLWLRQ RI WKHVH FDWHJRULHV RIWHQ YDULHV E\
DJHQF\� 8QOLNH RIIHQVH FDWHJRULHV UHSRUWHG E\ WKH )HGHUDO
MXGLFLDU\� WKH 8�6� 6HQWHQFLQJ &RPPLVVLRQ� DQG WKH %XUHDX RI
3ULVRQV� WKRVH UHSRUWHG E\ WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V DUH QRW EDVHG
HQWLUHO\ RQ VWDWXWHV� 7KH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V DVVLJQ SURJUDP
FDWHJRULHV DQG FKDUJHV DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH W\SH RI FULPLQDO DFWLRQ

RU VSHFLILF GHSDUWPHQWDO LQLWLDWLYH� )RU VRPH RIIHQVHV�
SDUWLFXODUO\ IUDXG RIIHQVHV� WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V’ SURJUDP
FDWHJRULHV DUH PRUH GHVFULSWLYH WKDQ WKH RIIHQVH FDWHJRULHV XVHG
E\ RWKHU DJHQFLHV� )RU H[DPSOH� DQ RIIHQVH FKDUJHG XQGHU D
VSHFLILF IUDXG VWDWXWH ZRXOG EH DVVLJQHG D SURJUDP FDWHJRU\ E\
WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V WKDW GHWDLOV D VSHFLILF W\SH RI IUDXG�
H�J�� KHDOWK FDUH IUDXG� RU� DQ RIIHQVH FKDUJHG XQGHU D ZHDSRQV
VWDWXWH PLJKW EH DVVLJQHG D SURJUDP FDWHJRU\ WKDW LQGLFDWHV
3URMHFW 7ULJJHUORFN LI WKH GHIHQGDQW ZDV D UHSHDW ZHDSRQV
RIIHQGHU�

7KH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V DVVLJQ WKH PRVW VLJQLILFDQW� RU PRVW VHULRXV�
RIIHQVH LQ D PDQQHU WKDW DOVR GLIIHUV IURP WKH )HGHUDO MXGLFLDU\�
WKH 6HQWHQFLQJ &RPPLVVLRQ� DQG WKH %XUHDX RI 3ULVRQV� 7KH
8�6� DWWRUQH\V DVVLJQ WKH PRVW VLJQLILFDQW RIIHQVH EDVHG RQ WKH
SULRULW\ RI D SDUWLFXODU SURJUDP FDWHJRU\ ZLWKLQ WKH 'HSDUWPHQW
RI -XVWLFH� ZKHUHDV WKH RWKHU DJHQFLHV GHILQH WKH PRVW VLJQLILFDQW
RIIHQVH EDVHG RQ WKH RIIHQVH VWDWXWRU\ PD[LPXP �RU� LQ WKH FDVH
RI WKH %XUHDX RI 3ULVRQV� WKH DFWXDO VHQWHQFH LPSRVHG��

'LVSRVLWLRQ DQG VHQWHQFH LPSRVHG

2QO\ WKH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V DQG WKH )HGHUDO MXGLFLDU\ UHSRUW RQ
WKH QXPEHU RI GHIHQGDQWV LQ FDVHV WHUPLQDWHG GXULQJ D JLYHQ
UHSRUWLQJ SHULRG� ,Q GHVFULELQJ WKH RIIHQVHV IRU ZKLFK
GHIHQGDQWV ZHUH FRQYLFWHG� FODVVLILFDWLRQ RI WKH WHUPLQDWLQJ
RIIHQVH GLIIHUV E\ DJHQF\� 7KH 8�6� DWWRUQH\V UHSRUW WKH RULJLQDO
SURJUDP FDWHJRU\ DVVLJQHG UHJDUGOHVV RI ZKHWKHU WKH GHIHQGDQW
ZDV FRQYLFWHG RI WKH FKDUJH DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK WKDW SURJUDP
FDWHJRU\� 7KH RWKHU DJHQFLHV UHSRUW WKH PRVW VHULRXV RIIHQVH IRU
ZKLFK WKH GHIHQGDQW ZDV DFWXDOO\ DGMXGLFDWHG�

(DFK DJHQF\ UHSRUWV ZKHWKHU LPSULVRQPHQW RU SUREDWLRQ ZDV
LPSRVHG DQG WKH GXUDWLRQ RI WKH WHUP DV ZHOO DV ZKHWKHU D ILQH
DQG�RU UHVWLWXWLRQ ZDV RUGHUHG� +RZHYHU� WKH UHSRUWLQJ RI
VHQWHQFHV LPSRVHG KDV D GLIIHUHQW SULRULW\ ZLWKLQ HDFK DJHQF\�
)RU LQVWDQFH� LQ IXUWKHUDQFH RI LWV PLVVLRQ WR SURPXOJDWH WKH
)HGHUDO VHQWHQFLQJ JXLGHOLQHV� WKH &RPPLVVLRQ FROOHFWV WKH PRVW
GHWDLOHG GDWD RQ VHQWHQFHV LPSRVHG DQG WKH PHFKDQLVPV IRU
GHWHUPLQLQJ WKH VHQWHQFH�

%XUHDX RI -XVWLFH 6WDWLVWLFV

5HFRJQL]LQJ WKH LQFRPSDUDELOLW\ RI FDVH SURFHVVLQJ VWDWLVWLFV
DFURVV )HGHUDO DJHQFLHV� LQ ����� WKH %XUHDX RI -XVWLFH 6WDWLVWLFV
LPSOHPHQWHG WKH )HGHUDO -XVWLFH 6WDWLVWLFV 3URJUDP� 7KH JRDOV
RI WKH )HGHUDO -XVWLFH 6WDWLVWLFV 3URJUDP DUH WR SURYLGH XQLIRUP
FDVH SURFHVVLQJ VWDWLVWLFV DFURVV GLIIHUHQW VWDJHV RI WKH )HGHUDO
FULPLQDO MXVWLFH V\VWHP DQG WR WUDFN LQGLYLGXDO GHIHQGDQWV IURP
RQH VWDJH RI WKH SURFHVV WR DQRWKHU� 8VLQJ GDWD REWDLQHG IURP
HDFK RI WKH )HGHUDO DJHQFLHV� WKH %XUHDX RI -XVWLFH 6WDWLVWLFV
FRPSLOHV FRPSUHKHQVLYH LQIRUPDWLRQ GHVFULELQJ LQGLYLGXDOV
SURFHVVHG LQ WKH )HGHUDO FULPLQDO MXVWLFH V\VWHP� 8QLIRUP
GHILQLWLRQV DUH DSSOLHG WR FRPPRQO\ XVHG VWDWLVWLFV GHVFULELQJ
GDWD IURP HDFK VWDJH RI WKH FULPLQDO MXVWLFH SURFHVV� )XUWKHU�
EHFDXVH WKH GHILQLWLRQV XVHG LQ WKH )HGHUDO -XVWLFH 6WDWLVWLFV
3URJUDP DUH FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK WKH GHILQLWLRQV XVHG E\ RWKHU
%XUHDX RI -XVWLFH 6WDWLVWLFV SURJUDPV� WKH FRPSDULVRQ RI )HGHUDO
DQG 6WDWH FDVH SURFHVVLQJ VWDWLVWLFV LV IDFLOLWDWHG�

,Q DGGLWLRQ WR WKH UHFRQFLOHG VWDWLVWLFV� WKH %-6 SXEOLVKHV WZR
VHULHV RI SXEOLFDWLRQV GHVFULELQJ WKH )HGHUDO FULPLQDO MXVWLFH
V\VWHP� WKH &RPSHQGLXP RI )HGHUDO -XVWLFH 6WDWLVWLFV� DQ DQQXDO
SXEOLFDWLRQ WKDW GHVFULEHV HYHQWV RFFXUULQJ LQ WKH )HGHUDO
FULPLQDO MXVWLFH V\VWHP� DQG D VHULHV RI 6SHFLDO 5HSRUWV
DGGUHVVLQJ VSHFLILF DVSHFWV RI WKH )HGHUDO FULPLQDO MXVWLFH
V\VWHP� VSHFLILF RIIHQVHV� RU RWKHU VSHFLDO LVVXHV RI LQWHUHVW�


